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Henry B. McKenzie Johnston, "Hajji Baba and Mirza Abul Hasan Khan — a Conundrum", [RAN, vol.
XVII (1995), pp. 93-96. 1) James Justinian Morier
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TEHRAN, 2Ist May, 1826

MY DEAR FRIEND
I am offended with you, and not without reason. What for you write Hajji Baba,
sir? King very angry, sir. I swear him you never write lies; but he say, yes — write.
All people very angry with you, sir. That very bad book, sir. All lies, sir. Who tell
you all these lies, sir? What for you not speak to me? Very bad business, sir.
Persian people very bad people, perhaps, but very good to you, sir. What for you
abuse them so bad? I very angry. Sheikh Abdul Russool write oh! very long letter
to the king 'bout that book, sir. He say you tell king's wife one bad woman, and
king kill her. I very angry, sir. But you are my friend, and I tell king, sheikh write
all lie. You call me Mirza Firouz, I know very well, and say I talk great deal
nonsense. When [ talk great deal nonsense? Oh you think yourself very clever
man; but this Hajji Baba very foolish business. I think you sorry for it some time.
I do not know, but I think very foolish.

English gentleman say, Hajji Baba very clever book, but I think not clever at

12) William Waldegrave, the first Baron Radstock.
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all — very foolish book. You must not be angry with me, sir. I your old friend, sir.
God know, I your very good friend to you, sir. But now you must write other
book, and praise Persian peoples very much. I swear very much to the king you
never write Hajji Baba.

I hope you will forgive me, sir. I not understand flatter peoples, you know very
well. I plain man, sir — speak always plain, sir; but I always very good friend to
you. But why you write 'bout me? God know I your old friend.

P.S. — I got very good house now, and very good garden, sir; much better as
you saw here sir. English gentlemans tell me Mexico all silver and gold. You very
rich man now, I hope. I like English flowers in my garden — great many; and king
take all my china and glass. As you write so many things 'bout Mirza Firouz, I
think you send me some seeds and roots not bad; and because I defend you to the
king, and swear so much, little china and glass for me very good.
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Tehran 21st May 1826
My dear Friend,

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 18th of last Oct' from
London and I hope that you are now on your return homewards after having
settled the affairs of Yangeedooneah to your credit & satisfaction. I sometimes
fear that you may endanger matters of importance for the sake of gaining some
trifling advantage, for I well remember how you broke a chair worth a guinea
while endeavouring to save a candle worth a penny.

You see I am offended with you & not without reason you will allow. What for
you write Hajee Baba Sir. King very angry Sir. I swear him you never write lies,
but he say yes. All people very angry with you Sir. What for you not speak to me.
That very bad book Sir — all lies Sir. Who tell you all these lies Sir. Very bad
business Sir. What for you abuse them so bad. I very angry. Shiek Abdul Russool
write, ah! very long letter to the King about that book Sir. He say you tell Kings
wife whore & King kill her. I very angry Sir — but you my friend & I tell King,
Shiekh write all lies — you call me Meerza Feroose, I know very well & say I talk
nonsense. When [ talk nonsense. Oh you think yourself very clever man. Lord
Castlereagh's sister say so — you remember in Ireland. But this Hajee Baba, very
foolish business. I think you sorry for it sometime. I don't know, but I think very
foolish. You must not be angry with me Sir. I your old friend Sir. But now you

OlinSinyd (gdols

¥/



ki b gal

¥/

P laxe K — B cpusdlgl 50 g Lb ol

must write another Book & praise Persian peoples very much. I swear very much
to the King you never write Hajee Baba.

I hope you will forgive me Sir. I not understand flatter peoples. You know
very well I plain man Sir. I speak always very plain Sir — but I always very good
friend to you — but why you write about me — God know I your old friend.

Give my very kind rememberances to all our good friends in Eng‘ & particularly
to your own family & believe me to be.

My dear friend,
Yours most truly
Abul Hassan

P.S.

I got very good House and Garden Sir — much better as you saw here Sir. Mr.
Willock tell me Mexico all silver & Gold. You very rich man now I hope. I like
English flowers in my Garden — great many — & King take all my China and
Glass — as you write so many things bout Meerza Feroose, I think you send me
some seeds & roots not bad because I defend you to the King & swear so much —
little China & Glass for me very good.
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(3) A Journey Through Persia, Armenia and Asia Minor to Constantinople in the Years 1808 and
1809 (London, 1812); and A Second Journey Through Persia, Armenia and Asia Minor to

Constaniopole Between the Years 1810 and 1816 (London, 1818).
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(5) DARF Publishers Ltd, London, and TYNRON Press, Lutterworth.
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(7) The Quarterly Review (January 1829).
(8) The Persians Amongst the English (London, 1985), p. 69n.
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A Persian at the Court of King George, translated and edited by Margaret Morris Cloake
(London, 1988), pp. 246-7.
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